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going on in and out of the convention. His chief anxiety
was lest the convention should be stampeded for himself.
During the early afternoon several private telegrams came
to him from personal friends in Chicago, saying that un-
less he made a fresh and most emphatic declaration that
he would not accept a nomination, the convention would
name him in spite of all efforts to the contrary. He was
much disturbed by these messages and asked me if I
thought he should make a further declaration, getting from
his secretary, Mr. Loeb, copies of letters and telegrams
that he had already sent to Senator Lodge and others de-
fining his position. I read these carefully and found them
so -emphatic and unequivocal that I advised him to say
nothing further, expressing the opinion that if he were re-
peatedly to follow one denial with another he would make
himself ridiculous, for no fresh denial could be couched
in more emphatic and conclusive language than he had al-
ready used. He accepted this view.

"We went to the White House for luncheon at 1.30 p. M.
There was only one other guest present. The table was
set in the open air on the south porch, looking out past the
Washington Monument over the Potomac. Mrs. Koosevelt
and the children were present and the meal was a delightful
and informal family affair. From time to time telegrams
continued to be handed to the President, some of them
still begging for an additional renunciation, but he adhered
to his determination not to make reply. He had strong
faith that Taft would be nominated but could not quite rid
himself of uneasiness about it,"

When late in the afternoon news came that Taft had
been nominated on the first ballot, the President was great-
ly relieved and expressed his delight with characteristic
emphasis.

That strict adherence to Roosevelt's desires and instruc-
tions by Senator Lodge, who was the presiding officer, put
an end to an attempt to stampede the convention into the
nomination of Boosevelt, is a matter of record. There had